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1. Introduction 

 

This standard describes the minimum requirements for handling chemicals to ensure that the 

Health and Safety aspects are properly managed. 

2. The following requirements shall apply: 

 Before the use/delivering of a chemical, a local risk assessment shall be made and relevant 

control measures applied by the supplier and provided to the client; 

 Substance restrictions in The Geonet Lists of Banned and Restricted Substances apply; 

 Employees working with /transporting with chemicals shall be appropriately trained and 

use relevant Personal Protective Equipment (PPE); 

 all chemicals used/delivered shall be Listed, 

 Monitored and controlled (including where they are used.); 

 Kept in undamaged, marked and suitable sealed containers; and 

 Stored, used disposed, and transported of in accordance with applicable legislation and its 

Safety Data Sheet. 

 Records of chemicals shall be made available on request  

3 Safety data sheets 

 “Safety Data Sheet” means manufacturer information for commercial users about the risks 

associated with a specific chemical and safety precautions that shall be taken for safe use. 

The exact format of a Safety Data Sheet may vary depending on local regulations. 

 Users of chemicals shall adhere to information and instructions contained in Safety Data 

Sheets. 

 Safety Data Sheets shall be: 

 In the be written in English 

 Readily available where the chemicals are used and stored; 

 Readily available, as a 2nd set, in case of an emergency; and 



 

 Kept current. 

4. Marking and labeling 

 Chemicals shall be correctly marked and labeled at all times with the chemical name and 

hazard symbols, including when transferred into smaller containers. 

5. Flammable and/or explosive materials 

 Handling of hazardous, flammable and /or explosive materials shall only be done following 

a comprehensive local risk assessment and implementation of control measures in 

accordance with Fire Prevention. 

Risk Assessment and Planning 

 A local risk assessment of the chemical usage shall be done before the first use. Such 

assessment shall include an evaluation of the need for training, the employee’s health 

condition (where permitted), need of PPE, other control measures including those stated in 

the Safety Data Sheet and the possible use of less hazardous substitutes. 

 The local risk assessment shall be repeated if the conditions of the use change. This could 

be a change of personnel, new hazard information, increased exposure through increased 

use or other relevant changes in the working process or environment. 

Monitoring and Review 

A yearly evaluation of chemical usage shall be done to evaluate the feasibility of substitution to 

less hazardous alternatives. 

Chemicals Handling 

Adherence to this standard shall be monitored by reviewing and keeping records of: 

 Incident Statistics; 

 Quantity and type of chemicals delivered/used at any workplace; and 

 Training offered per chemical to employee of the supplier. 

Working at Height 

 

1 Introduction 

This Standard describes the minimum requirements while climbing and working at heights on 

Geonet business to ensure that the Health and Safety aspects are properly managed. This applies 

to any height over two meters unless otherwise stated in law. 

2. Requirements 

The following requirements shall apply: 

 Planning and risk assessments of working at height activities shall be carried out, see 

chapter 6; 



 

 Persons undertaking work activities at height are required to maintain a level of 

competence (climbers shall be certified) and physical fitness appropriate to the work they 

will carry out. Refresher training or re-examination shall be carried out in accordance with 

local legislation but in no event at greater intervals than two years; 

 Prior to use of PPE adequate training shall be provided to the user and their supervisor 

covering use and maintenance of the PPE. Such training shall be documented; 

 All work equipment shall be assessed to meet the requirements of PPE, see chapter 4; 

 Site responsible shall ensure the structure is safe to climb prior to work starting; 

 No climber is permitted to climb towers, masts, stub towers, or perform any other work at 

height without performing local risk assessment and without the presence of at least one 

other climber; 

 PPE must be inspected prior to use, see chapter 4; 

 Climbers shall be attached by means of appropriate climbing PPE to an approved anchor 

point or fall arrest device at all times whilst climbing and working outside protected areas; 

 When working in close proximity to electromagnetic (RF) fields, work should comply with 

standard requirements 

 “Exposure to Radio Frequency and Electromagnetic Fields”; and 

 When working in close proximity to electric installations and power lines, arrangements 

shall be made to ensure conductive contact to these cannot be made. 

Note: No “Free Climbing” is allowed. Anyone found free climbing may have their climbing 

authorization to work on Geonet’s business withdrawn. 

3. Sites and site management 

Buildings and Rooftops 

 Upon visiting the Building or Rooftop site, risk assessments shall be carried out and the 

required control measures applied. Geonet can provide details of existing site risk 

assessment if available, including access rights if applicable. 

 Workers shall undertake a local risk assessment of the work area prior to commencement 

of work to include a visual check of any parapet, permanent guardrail or other fall 

protection measure prior to using them. Access across or work near fragile surfaces is 

prohibited unless suitable precautions have been made to make the work area safe. 

Antenna support structures 

 All Antenna support structures shall be subjected to a condition inspection according to 

manufacturer’s specification. 

 It is the climber’s responsibility to confirm that an in-date, safe-to-climb certificate exists 

prior to climbing and to ensure that a pre-climb inspection is carried out. 

 Climbers must continue to pay close attention to the condition of the structure and shall 

abort the climb if there is any cause for concern. 



 

Drop zones 

 A “Drop Zone” is a defined area at the base of a structure identified as where items could 

fall and potentially cause injury or damage. This area should be clearly marked using 

suitable temporary barriers, cones or rope and accompanied by adequate signage in order 

to protect those on the ground. Only persons who have been made aware of the danger, 

who are authorized and are wearing safety helmets shall be allowed into the Drop Zone. 

 Where neighboring property is within the area that would normally be a Drop Zone, there 

must be liaison with the neighbors prior to climbing. 

 Suitable barriers and signs should be placed at the entrance to the Drop Zone as required 

by local risk assessment. 

 The following requirements apply to climbing and working at height activities: 

 to reduce the risk of tools and equipment being dropped, they shall either be tethered to the 

climber’s harness or structure (approved anchor point) where possible, or securely enclosed 

in a closed bag; 

 Where small items such as nuts and bolts cannot be tethered, alternative means of 

preventing them from falling should be used. For example, fine mesh nets or bags may be 

suspended below the work area to catch falling objects. If all alternatives have been 

considered and excluded, and then only if it is safe to do so, the Drop Zone may be used to 

minimize the risk of injury; 

 When required, material shall be carried or lowered down from height. Under no 

circumstances may any item be thrown down; 

 when using a Mobile Elevated Work Platform, climbers shall remain restrained in the 

basket whilst moving to and from the work position; 

 When using a Mobile Elevated Work Platform as a means of access to a rooftop, climbers 

shall only leave the basket once it has firmly and securely “landed” on the rooftop in a 

position of safety. 

Adverse Weather Conditions 

When adverse weather conditions prevail, the workers who are to climb shall assess if it is safe to 

do so. This applies especially if the following weather conditions are present: 

 Tornado or Hurricane; 

 Ice or snow on the structure; 

 Electrical storms in the vicinity; 

 Heavy rain; 

 Sleet, snow or ice; 

 High or gusting winds; and 

 Poor visibility. 



 

Lighting Conditions 

 Poor lighting levels can make working at height unsafe. The local risk assessment must 

define the conditions whereby work shall not be initiated or allowed to continue. Such 

conditions include but are not limited to: 

 workplaces that cannot be accessed by means of a protected route (e.g. internal stairs, caged 

ladder with fall arrest system); 

 workplaces without edge protected areas; 

 where inadequate, permanent lighting is provided on roofs, and sufficient personal/portable 

lighting is not available for tasks on structures and equipment; and 

 Light conditions deteriorate to a level where it is unsafe to continue work in its current 

form. 

 In such situations, lighting will be required to make the work area safe. This includes head 

torches for climbers and arc lamps on the ground and/or structure at appropriate mounting 

points to avoid glare and the effects of shadowing. 

 No lifting/lowering activities are to take place during the hours of darkness unless the 

provisions of “Risk Assessment and Planning” are addressed and agreed. 

Specific emergency arrangements 

If a climber becomes unconscious and rescue is impossible, accompanying climbers should, if 

possible and safe to do so, ease the position of the unconscious climber. This easing should 

continue from time-to-time until help arrives to avoid serious risks of death from venous pooling. 

 Plant Equipment 

All plant equipment used for the purposes of Working at Heights or Lifting/ Lowering activities 

must meet the requirements of local legislation and standards for the safety of operators and 

members of the public. 

This condition includes the provisions for operator certification, pre-inspection and usage 

requirements of the plant equipment. 

4 Personal Protective Equipment 

The following items of PPE meeting the Personal Protective Equipment Standard shall be issued 

to all climbers: 

Safety Harness: A suitable full body harness shall be worn for all working at height operations 

together with a lanyard incorporating a shock absorber. 

Boots: Any boot used for climbing should be well fitted, have a strengthened sole, reinforced toe 

protection and a distinct heel. 

Gloves: Gloves should be of adequate strength and warmth and should not impede movement. 

Foul weather clothing: Foul weather clothing shall be used, when required. Such clothing shall 

be of adequate strength and warmth and be waterproof. 



 

The clothing shall not: 

 impede movement when worn; 

 be so loose as to act as a ‘sail’ in windy condition; 

 have any loose toggles, straps, buckles, or other parts that could become caught; and 

 Compromise any other item of PPE worn with it. 

Head protection: Head protection, including climbers helmets, shall be of an approved 

international standard with chinstrap and should be selected depending upon the environment 

where used. 

 

The PPE shall be inspected as follows: 

Prior to first use: Formal inspection documentation supplied by the manufacturer; 

Prior to each use: Inspection by the Climber; and 

Every 6 months: Thorough examination by a competent person. (Excluding safety shoes / boots 

and hard hats). 

 

Medical Fitness and Response 

Where local legislation allows, climbers shall be subject to a medical health assessment every two 

years to ensure that no aspect of their health poses risks to themselves or others as a result of their 

work at height. 

Climbers who are not passed as “fit to climb” after a medical health assessment or who suffer a 

temporary condition or injury that affect their ability to climb shall be suspended from all climbing 

activities. 

Risk Assessment and Planning 

In order for the climbing and/or working at height activity to be carried out efficiently, a local risk 

assessment should be carried out prior to commencement of any work. 

A Climb Leader should be appointed or elected to take charge. Specific local risk assessments 

should include, but not be limited to, the following: 

 the nature of the tasks/activities; 

 the layout of the place of work (including exit routes in emergencies, e.g. fire); 

 access to and exit from the climb site; 

 drop zones; 

 weather; 



 

 night work; 

 overhead power lines; 

 lifting and lowering operations; and 

 Local conditions. 

 

Generic risk assessments are used to identify foreseeable hazards and formulate suitable risk 

control measures. Further, local specific risk assessments must be carried out for all work 

involving climbing, working at height and lifting activities. 

Prior to accessing the site, any available records shall be checked for pre-existing hazards that are 

listed. 

The local risk assessments shall be documented. 

Monitoring and Review 

Adherence to this standard shall be monitored by reviewing and keeping records of: 

 incident Statistics; 

 issued PPE and inspections; 

 plant equipment; 

 “Fit to Climb” certificates; and 

 Training records including climbing certificates. 

Construction and civil works management 

Introduction 

 This standard describes the requirements to ensure the safety aspects of construction and 

civil work management activities are handled appropriately for any Construction Work. 

 Due to complex and varied legal aspects, local building regulations, civil regulations and 

standards which apply to construction activities, this standard focuses on the planning, 

implementation and management of the OHS aspects only. 

 Consideration shall be given to the size and complexity of individual projects. 

Definitions 

 “OHS” means Occupational Health and Safety 

 “Construction Work” means: 

 the construction, alteration, conversion, fitting out, commissioning, renovation, repair, 

upkeep, redecoration, or other maintenance (including cleaning) of a structure, as defined 

below, and its demolition or decommissioning or dismantling; 



 

 The preparation for an intended structure, including site clearance, exploration, 

investigation (but not site survey), and excavation and laying or installing of the 

foundations of the structure; 

 The assembly of prefabricated elements to form a structure or the disassembly of 

prefabricated elements which had formed a structure immediately before such disassembly; 

and 

 The removal of a structure, or part thereof, or of any product or waste resulting from 

demolition or dismantling of a structure or from disassembly of prefabricated elements 

which form a structure. 

 “Contractor” means any person who carries on a trade, business or other undertaking, 

whether for profit or not, in connection with: 

 Construction Work undertaken or managed; and/or 

 Arranging for any other person to carry out or manage Construction Work under his 

control. 

Requirements 

General 

No construction work shall commence without an OHS Safety Plan agreed between all relevant 

parties and meeting all local legal requirements. 

The OHS Safety Plan shall be reviewed in cases where there are material changes to the project 

plan. 

All workers shall be given OHS inductions prior to starting work on site. 

Responsibilities 

The Responsible for leading any design, contract and execution of 

Construction Work on behalf of Geonet shall ensure that: 

The OHS requirements and risk assessment are incorporated into the project; 

The OHS Safety Plan is communicated to the contractor or any other party carrying out work on 

the project; 

An OHS responsible person is appointed to manage the implementation and monitoring of the 

OHS Safety Plan; 

Non-compliance or deviations from the plan are corrected before work commences unless 

otherwise agreed in writing; and 

Work is stopped when non-compliance or deviations from the plan are found during work unless 

otherwise agreed in writing. 

OHS Safety Plan 

An OHS Safety Plan shall be prepared as required and if applicable in accordance with local 

legislation. 

The OHS Safety Plan shall include but not be limited to the following: 



 

General description of the work and duration of the project (project plan); 

Task specific OHS documentation i.e. risk assessments of known or reasonably foreseeable risks, 

control measures, medical fitness requirements, emergency procedures, and incident reporting and 

communication procedures; 

 

 •site environment conditions and vehicle access; 

 •description of the project activities e.g. working at heights, use of powers tools etc.; 

 •project specific roles and responsibilities: names, designation etc; 

 •interface arrangements with the Customer representative; 

 •on site access controls; 

 •certification of workers competence e.g. climbers and electrical certification validation; 

 •site OHS inspection; 

 •emergency procedures and communications; 

 site inductions of all workers and visitors; 

 site safety rules and Customer site rule compliance; 

 hygiene and welfare facilities; 

 safety talks by supervisors; 

 use of work permits where applicable; 

 PPE selection, type and records keeping; 

 use of portable electrical equipment, plant and lifting equipment certification; 

 local legal requirements and compliance; ongoing records and updates to the OHS Safety 

Plan; and 

 Implementation of the OHS Safety Plan and monitoring with agreed frequency 

review/auditing schedules as defined with the project team. 

Start of Construction Phase 

Construction activities shall not start before the OHS Safety Plan has been prepared and agreed 

for the relevant project. 

Site Management 

The appointed site responsible person shall ensure relevant co-operation between contractors to 

allow each party to comply with applicable statutory provisions and the OHS Safety Plan. 

Requirements and Prohibitions 

 Every employee or contractor shall: 

 adhere to the site rules; promptly pass on any information to the designated 

representative(s) concerning risks arising from their activities and any such information the 

employee/contractor believes may have an impact on health and safety;  

 report all incidents using the agreed procedures; and 

 Not commence work unless the OHS Safety Plan is fully understood. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  


